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3:  We note your comment and have added a third paragraph under Section 3.4.3.3 to add more details on the California priority system.








4:  Comment noted.







5:  Comment noted.  No transfers of California Colorado River entitlements may occur without the approval of the Secretary of the Interior.  Mere determination of the operational criteria for surplus condition pursuant to the LROC favor no particular party in any state. Surplus waters are distributed in accordance with Article II(B)2 of the Decree unless other voluntary arrangements among the parties are in place.




6:  We note your comment and have revised the first paragraph under Section 3.4.4.2, to address the transition period.
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7:  Nothing in the DEIS implies an extension of U.S. federal authority into Mexico, nor could it. The US Section of the International Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC) is a cooperator in this EIS process. As such, the USIBWC had an opportunity to review and comment on the DEIS and this FEIS prior to public availability.  Accordingly, we decline the request to delete Section 3.16.









8:  The purpose and need of the proposed action is to provide more specific surplus criteria and increased predictability with regard to surplus determinations.  Reclamation is preparing a separate NEPA document to consider the Secretarial Implementation Agreements associated with the California Colorado River Water Use Plan.

Section 4.2 has been modified and Reclamation believes that it has appropriately addressed potential cumulative effects of the proposed action.  Reclamation does not believe the adoption of surplus criteria is a component of the "California Plan," but does believe that surplus criteria should neither frustrate nor hinder California's efforts to reduce its Colorado River water use.




